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30 Years of
Evangelism
Memories
I don’t keep records of how many Jews or Gentiles with
whom I have had the blessing to pray to receive Jesus. But
as I reminisce over the past thirty years of traveling for the
Lord, a few stand out in my mind.
At a church in south central Missouri, I was
praying with folks after my Sunday morning
message. A woman asked me to pray for
MISSOURI her unsaved Jewish husband. Since I was
staying in town for the church’s evening
service, I asked if I could visit him that afternoon. While
we had a lengthy conversation, he didn’t budge from his
position.
As I got up to minister that night, I was amazed to see
him sitting in the back of the sanctuary. When I made an
invitation to salvation, this man walked all the way down
the aisle to the pulpit by himself. He told me he wanted to
accept Jesus as Messiah, and did so right there as we prayed.
At the end of the service at a
Messianic Jewish congregation in
PENNSYLVANIA
Pennsylvania, I was told there was an
unsaved Jewish man who attended
simply to satisfy his believing wife.
After initiating contact with him, I spent the next 45
minutes using every evangelistic technique I knew, but to
no avail.
Finally, led by the Holy Spirit, I aggressively pointed
my finger in his face, telling him if he would ask God if
what I said is true, he would get the answer. I watched as
he bowed his head and repeated my words of prayer. Then
after a few moments, his head started to shake, and crying,
he looked up proclaiming, “Yeshua!” I almost fell over.
Continued on inside pages.

Feast Dates

Sukkot and Light of the World
Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles) had just been celebrated
for eight days in ancient Israel. Yeshua was present for the
Feast in Jerusalem - it was one of three times a year all
Jewish men were to come to the Holy City to worship God.
On the next day, Jesus made the bold pronouncement,
“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not
walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”
But the Jewish tradition of the day for Sukkot made that
statement even more astonishing.
Every
night
during the Feast,
huge bonfires were
lit around the
Holy Temple. We
believe it was in
celebration of the
anniversary of the
dedication
of
Solomon’s Temple
which was done on
Sukkot about a thousand years earlier.
The reflection of the flames off the Jerusalem stone of
the Temple cast a brightness which historical commentaries
say lit up every courtyard in the city. Since the Temple was
on a hill, and there was no electricity providing competing
light, this spectacle could no doubt be seen for many miles
even well beyond the city.
The observance itself, in addition to the commemoration
date, had a basis from the Tanakh (Hebrew Scriptures). In
his powerful prayer of dedication in 2 Chronicles 6, King
Solomon made repeated reference to Israel’s praying toward
the Temple as a place that had God’s Name. Indeed, the
Ark of the Covenant was placed in the Holy of Holies.
To this day, in many synagogues both traditional and
messianic, the congregation will turn to face the direction
of Jerusalem during certain liturgical prayers.
However, Messiah’s words were a direct challenge to
the tradition of the Temple Illumination ceremony. First,
the Ark of the Covenant was not in the Second Temple of
Jesus’ day, so while it was still the Holy Temple and Jesus
honored it as such, it had a major spiritual difference from
the first. Continued on back page.
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Ministering
in Los Angeles,
during prayer
time a woman asked me to pray for a family member’s
health. As I often do, I probed for what was happening in
her own life. It turns out she was an Iranian Jew who was
visiting the congregation. This amazed me because my
niece is married to an Iranian Jew.
As I pressed in about her faith, she kept trying to avoid
the issue, asking me to concentrate on her family member.
God is so good! After many minutes her objections began
melting away as she dealt with her need for salvation. As
she faced the hole in her life, she decided to pray to make
Yeshua her Lord.
After a Passover Seder I led in
Lawrence, Kansas, a Jewish
KANSAS
woman who was brought to the
event by her believing husband,
sought me out. She told me
when I led the attendees in a prayer of salvation, she
believed and prayed. The eyes of her understanding had
been enlightened by the revelation of Jesus in the Seder.
She said, “I never understood the blood until tonight.”

FIJI

On a mission trip to Fiji
(non-tourist section), I
taught in a Bible school for
a week and ministered in
several churches.

Following a lengthy prayer
time at one of the churches,
the pastor gave me some
unexpected news. He told me
one of the women with whom
I prayed the prayer of salvation was a Muslim.
A Jew praying with a Muslim to receive Jesus - glory
to God!
Maybe my personal favorite
(they’re all God’s favorites)
occurred when I was ministering in
a small church which met in a
garage about a half hour from my
home. I had received a call from a believing Gentile
woman informing me she and her unbelieving Jewish
husband would be attending the service.
This man had rejected all the witnessing about Jesus
his wife and others had attempted. But one day he heard
our syndicated radio program, Messianic Minutes.

Why I’ve Lasted Thirty Years
It’s kind of embarrassing that I’ve only visited Israel
one time, but that one trip changed my life.
There I was, a relatively new believer in Jesus who,
after years of atheism, really didn’t know much about the
Bible, or even faith. But as I stood in the rebuilt Upper
Room in Jerusalem, there was a group of tourists singing
praises to the Lord. It was beautiful and spiritually
uplifting.
As they finished, one of the leaders came over to me,
hugged me and pointed his finger at me saying, “You’ll
be used as a mouthpiece for the Lord.” I laughed it off. I
was about as unqualified as a person could be for
ministry, and had no desire to pursue it.
Six years later, after I had been fired from my
position as General Manager of a TV station, I thought my
high profile persona and significant connections in town
would open lots of doors for me. But there was nothing.
Frustrated, I called out to God as I stood in my living
room, “What do you want me to do!” His answer came to
me in that inward witness that was unmistakenly Him,
“Full time traveling ministry.”
In shock, I responded out loud as I looked upward,
“Me . . . full time?”
Again the voice of God resonated inside me, “I told
you in Jerusalem!”
The hair on the back of my neck stood up as a chill
ran through me. I knew, though this was something I
never even dreamed would be for me, nor did I ever
want it to be,
The first many years were tough, but I couldn’t give
up, I knew I had heard from God. But amazing things
started happening, then more and more. In all, without
question, despite the ups and downs, these have been
the best thirty years of my life.
He was suddenly drawn to the idea of a Jewish Savior.
His wife was amazed he was willing to come to the service.
I didn’t recognize most of the folks there, so I didn’t
know who he was, or even if he was there at all. I gave the
Jewish-Jesus connection at full throttle, covering the things
most Jewish people don’t know about Him. At the end, this
Jewish man and his wife came forward. He had been sitting
right in front of me in the first row.
Literally shaking, he said, "I've never felt like this in my
life. I don't have words to say." I asked him to kneel down
with me, leading him in prayer. When we finished, he
confirmed he meant every word. The next night, this now
born again Jewish man called me at home. He said, "I just
have to tell you, yesterday was the most exciting day of my
life!" Continued on back page.
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Triple the Fun
What could be better than one or two anniversaries? How about three. Every October marks a special time for
our ministry and family as we celebrate what the Lord has done.
As duly noted elsewhere, it’s been thirty years since the beginning of our full time traveling ministry. Of course,
it seems impossible for it to be three decades, which further means I’m thirty years older.
It was three years into ministry, twenty-seven years
ago
this month, when Messianic Rabbi Ted Simon and I
Two Jewish Men who love Yeshua (Jesus)
sat down in a Christian recording studio to produce the
very first editions of our radio program Messianic
Minutes.
We didn’t have any stations which agreed to air us,
we were proceeding on faith (mostly Ted’s). But God
provided, first one, then four, then more. Over the years
we’ve been heard on hundreds of stations. Today, with
modern internet technology, our reach is greater than
ever. You can listen at messianicminutes.com .
In essence, Messianic Minutes is a direct extension
of our traveling ministry. The goal, reaching the Lost
Sheep of the House of Israel, is the same. We light fires
of understanding in our listeners about the Jewish stuff
and Jesus.

Rabbi Ted Simon and Jeffrey D. Miller
Then and Now
Bringing the good news to Jewish people
through you, our listeners!

October 13, 1985, that was the beginning of

Messianic
Minutes
Daily Radio Program
Karen and Jeffrey D., TV News, Wedding, and Now

thirty-four years of marriage to my incredible wife
Karen. The road to our vows at the altar had not been
easy for her . . . because of me.
Karen and I met while I was very much an atheist,
working together in TV News. Although she was a
solid born again believer, we started to date. A short
time later, the Lord spoke to her heart that I would
accept Jesus, and marry her.
For two years, it looked like neither would ever
happen. Then my powerful experience with God
changed my faith. Still, I didn’t want to marry. Then it
took almost two more years until I finally got the
message that God wanted us together.
As we celebrate this year, we rejoice in our
amazing sons and daughters-in-law (including one to
be), precious grandchildren and the knowledge that
God had it all planned. Through Him, life is beautiful!
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Sukkot Continued . . .
Furthermore, Yeshua came to fulfill the Law,
including animal sacrifices at the Temple. Upon His death,
the veil at the Holy of Holies was torn in two,
symbolically showing access to God was no longer
dependant on the requirement of a blood sacrifice at the
altar.
In that context, Jesus used His authority to re-direct
the dynamic of worship away from the Temple to Himself.
He was using the Temple Illumination to show that while
lighting up the building was beautiful, He had a greater
spiritual beauty, and His light would overcome darkness
not just at the Feast, but every day.
Yeshua knew (and prophesied) the physical Temple
would be destroyed, and that He would send the Ruach
HaKodesh, the Holy Spirit, to indwell those who believe
in Him. As the Jewish Apostle Paul later explained,
believers in Messiah would become temples for the Holy
Spirit. And we’re to let our light so shine!

Rivers of Living
Water

Bible believers all across our country are deeply
concerned about the moral state of our nation. Many are
thanking God for His promise in 2 Corinthians 7:14 to
heal our land. That promise is also tied into Sukkot, and
Jesus made that connection.
As explained above, the dedication of Solomon’s
Temple was set right at Sukkot. When the Lord spoke to
King Solomon in 2 Chronicles 7, it was immediately after
the week long Feast. What He spoke was actually an
answer to the prayer the king had offered at the Temple
dedication ceremony.
Recorded in the previous chapter, Solomon asked God
if He would forgive Israel when it sinned, but then
repented, returning to Him. God’s response in 7:12 begins,
“I have heard your prayer . . .”

He continued in verse 14, “If My people who are called
by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek
My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear
from Heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their
land.”
Nearly a thousand years later, to the exact day (within
24 hours), Yeshua cried out, (John 7:38) “He who believes
in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow
rivers of living water.” We believe He was clearly
explaining that faith in Him would provide the way God
would heal the land - rivers of spiritual living water!
As with the light of the world statement, the living
water reference was even more astonishing because of
another Sukkot tradition.
Since there are only two rainy seasons in Israel, one of
them occurring right after the Fall Feasts, the need for rain
at that time is critical. A water pouring ceremony was
carried out with great fanfare every day of Sukkot,
ostensibly thanking God in advance for the rain. Without
the precipitation the new crops couldn’t be planted, and
the wells would run dry.
Messiah’s opening to His rivers of living water
proclamation in John 7:37, directly addresses the
ceremony. He said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me
and drink.” It were as if He were telling His fellow
Israelites to stop looking to the skies for rain, because their
was a greater need for spiritual sustenance - and it came
through Him.
So Jesus put the put the right perspective on God’s
promise to heal the land, a promise that fit into the need
for rain. It wasn’t about dry parched earth, it was about
dry parched hearts. And the solution is to believe Yeshua
is the Messiah, and receive those spiritual rivers of living
water, so they can flow forth from us to heal the hearts of
a lost and dying world.
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He went on to say he had great fear about attending
the church, but the message pierced his heart and brought
him to an understanding that being Jewish and loving
Jesus go together.
Years later, he joined our ministry’s board of
directors, and today continues to be a light to the world,
personally ministering to Jews and Gentiles.

Mission Statement

b To relate the importance of the Jewishness of Jesus to the Christian Church.
b To encourage believers to see Jewish people as a God-directed mission field.
b To exhort believers to trust God's Word beyond their ability to understand.
Jeffrey D. Miller Ministries • PO Box 14151 • Reading PA 19612
jdmessianic@aol.com
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